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THE MARKSMAN

By FRANK L.

Louts and Allen Wright were snow-
shoeing back to the Jumber camp
where they worked.

As they were country-bred youths,
they took to the work naturally, and
Allen, although he had not yet come
to his full strength, speedily developed
A& surprising dexterity with the ax.
He could “lay” a tree within a few
Inches of where he desired it to fall,
and had been the [nstrument of vie
tory several (imes (Io lumbering
matches with rival eampa,

It was lute in February and still bit-
terly cold, but the deep snow was
packing and softening. In a few weeks
the lce might break up, and mountains
of logs were plled upon the river in
readineas for the drive,
| About three milles before It réeached
| the shanty the river broke into rapids
| tor about 20 rods befors it fel] tue
muituously over a low rldge of rocks.

It was necesiary to make a detogr
mound this obstacle, and Allen went
ashore at a cautious distance from the
water, Louls, however, remained
upon the lee, walking almost .to the
verge, and looking over into the inky
stream.

“Be careful,
ting rotten!™
banlk. ,

“It's as strong as rock. Look!" ane
gwered Louls, Jumping in his rackels
with a heavy thud upon the saow,

He proved the reverse of what he
intended. There was a dull cracking
under the snow and a startied shout
from the reckless snow-shoer. A great
cake of lce broke off, drifting away,
with Louls stunding upon it. He bal-
anced unsteadlly for a moment, stag-
gered, and plunged off with a terrified
yell, golng clean out of sight under the
icy walter. ;

The cake of lce drifted over the
rapids and broke wup, Allen had
scarcely had time to move before his
brother reappeared, struggling feebdly,
and evidently almost paralyged by the
cold immersion. By good Iuck he
managed to catch the top of a pro-
jecting rock at the head of the fall,
and there he clung, driven against the
rock by the force of the current.

“Hold om & minute, Lou! Il get
you out!"™ screamed Allen, fraatically,
Louis turped a blue face toward him,
withoul answering.

Allen could think of no plan. He
shouted encouraging words without
knowing what he sald, while his eyed
roved desperately up and down the
snowy shores Io search of some Ims
apiration.

Il he bad only & rope, or anything
to make a bridge—and then his eyae
fell upon a tall dead pine “stub,” bark.
less and almost hranchless, standing 4
few feel back from the slream.

it was long enough to reach®™to the
imperiled youth, It it conld ba felled
80 acourately as to le close beside
him. But a foot or two above or bes
low him would make [t useless, and
lo dim too clogely wonld be to run &
deadly rigk of crushing the boy under
the falling trunk.

Lou! That lce is get~
Allen shouted, from the

By a queer vagary of his exelted
brain  he remembered William Tell
nnd the apple. He would have to per
form a somewhat similar  feat ol
marksmanship; but it way the only
chance that he could think of. He

plunged through the snow for his ax,
willowed back to the déad stub, and
began to chop

In the need for action hls nerves
grew suddenly ecool. The feat was a
more delleate one than he had ever nt-
tempted, and his brother's life hung
upon his steadiness of nerve and mus-
cle. But he cut quietly and without
haste. The vellow chips flew,
nnd a wlde noteh grew in the trunk,

In a few moments he shifted to the
other side, cut another notch. and
sighted for the probuble direction of
the fall of the stub

It was the eritical moment, He
slghted ngain most carefully, sod cut
out & few small chips here and there.
stub tottepedy It was standing
wilsisd npon a thi edge of uncut wood,
and he stood behind T and pushed,
mulious=ly, and then heavily

The tall trunk wavered, and the
snupped loudly It hesluated,
and Allen leaped away from

Down eame the pine, roar-
alr.

bowed
the butt
ng through the
it crasned Into ter with a
mighty wave and splash that hid boy
nnd rock, and Allen had & moment of
horrifled beliel that his brother had
vnder 1t A moment
later he saw that Louls was unhurt.
But the tree had actunlly grazed the
rock. It had fallen within elght Inchea

the ws

been crnahed

| of the bov's body,

It made a perfect bridge as 1t lay,
but in his nervous reaction Allen was
almost too shaky to walk the trunk
and pull hig brother out He did It
althougli. how he got him to land he
knew. Louls was alinost
ubeotiscious, and his wel clothes [roze
instantly into a mass of lce

He would certalnly bave lapsed Into
gleep and died, Allen plled the
pine chips mbout the stump and bhad &
fire blazing in & few seconds, The dry
stump burned like pitch, producing &
furnsosfike heat: and Allen partly un-
dressed his brother and rubbed him
hard with snow Under this herole
treaitment Louls came hack to painful
consclousness, and the Nerce heat (rom
the pine did the rest. But it was sevs
eral hours before he was able to re
sume the tramp, und it was durk whea
they reached the shanty —Youths'
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COLFAX COUNTY

DIRECTOR

AWAITS YOUR ORDER
THE DTRECTORY

Is carefully compiled and contains a com-
plete alphabetical list of business firms, cor-
porations and private citizens of the entire
county; a miscellaneous directory of city,
schooland countyofficials.banks,churches,

schools, secret and beneveolent societies, la.-
bor organizations,acomprehensive descrip-
tion of the resources and development of
thc'county and the various towns, and a
Classified Business Directory of the Busi-
ness Firms and Enterprises of the!County

The Book

Contains 230 pages and is well printed on
good paper, and is substantially bound. It
will tell your out-of-town friend or cus-
tomer more aboutRaton and Colfaxcounty
than you could write to them in a week’s
time...cceee.

The Price is but $1.00

and is the lowest price ever put on such a
Directory. Mail your order with 10 cents
for postage and the book will be mailed out
the day the order is received. You cannot
invest a dollar to better advantage than to
send the directory to your out-of-town
patrons or to any interested person, or those
you wish to interest in this progressive town
and county. Let your order reach this of-
fice at once, that you may be sure to receive
a copy while the supply lasts.....

THE RATON
PUBLISHING CO.

RATON, NEW MEXICO.
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